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fiE “SALOME™ OF STRAUSS.
PRODL CTION OF A HIGHLY SEN.
SITIONAL OPERA.

John the Baplist Siain to Discordant Muste
—Herod Antipas Finely Limned —-Straoss
Y opindds His True Fleid in the Theatre
~His Work Wonderful n Dellneation.

’

sgalome,” a music drama in one aot by
Richard Strauss, was performed at the
tan Opera House last night as

o

tropo
."p,“ it o a bargain counter concert
in which all the leading singers not con-
cerned N the drama sang. Although
this wa< officially the first public presenta-~

gon of the work, it was performed on
gunday morning in the presénce of an
adience of about 1500 invited guests.
It was svident that last ni‘bt'l audience
was curious to know what sort of creation
it was that had so mightily moved Europe,
and it was also manifest that many who
pad read descriptions of the drama or/
the tex: of Oscar Wilde were somewhat
doubtfiil as to whether they would be
able to =it through the scene in which the
peroine =iobbers in perverted passion over
areeking head just chopped from the body.

getting aside for the moment the question
whether the causation of nausea should be
regarded as a laudable purpose for dra-
matic and musical art, it may be conceded
that “Salome” isa creation of striking
originality, of tremendous dramatie power,
of irresist ible musical expressiveness and ot
marvel/lous technical comstruction. It de-
monstrares conclusively that in so far as
wechnic and mastership in the treatment of
operatic materials go Strauss is entitled
to a place.among the Jeaders and that his
true field 18 not the comocert hall but the
theatre

Every problem that has been raised in
the critical consideration of Strauss's
music was answered in the first half hour
of *Salome.” The man has been groping
in the darkness of elaborate programme
music for effects which belong to the pioto-
rial drama. Listening laboriously to “Also
sprach Zarathustra® and “Ein Heldenleben,
with the aid of long and detailed pro-
gramme notes, concertgoers have arrived
by the exercise of great imagination at
some faint conception of what this com-
poser is trying to paint in tones. In
*S8alome.” with the picture, the action and
the text making a living programme mote,
the arn of Strauss suddenly stands forth
in all its marvellous wealth of tone painting,
atriumph of realism in music.

The writing for the voices contains not
a single point of vocal display. For the
singer, using that term in its strict sense
as it is used in reference to the voice parts
of Mozart, Glick or Wagner, there is ex-
tremely little, The text is treated ocon-

versationally throughout, and the declama- |

tion goes further away from anything
which we have hitherto recognized as
singing than even the wildest passages in
this same composer's songs. In some
speeches it produces the illusion of spoken
text. One has to listen keenly to perceive
that the tones are sung. Yet these passages
are among the most wonderfully expressive
in the drama.

The orchestral portion is one ocontinuous
piece of symphonio tone painting. Lead-
ing themes are employed as they are in the
Wagner drama. But the writing for the
orchestra is planned on a larger and more
complicated scale. Gluck, for instance,
aimed at a grand simplicity. Strause aims
at the effects of an imposing complexity.
He is the Turner of tone painters. He
uses the most bizarre palette, and some-
times things are out of drawing: but he
fills his canvas with weird, distorted at-
mosphere, with vast expanses of contrast-
ing color and figure and with an infinite
number of details which only gradually
shape themselves into a concrete whole,
No one can hear half of them at a first per-

formance.

Thousands will say that this musio is
ultra-W. rian. The truth is that Strauss
heging w Wagner left of. Wagner is
his point of , The pure, un-
adulterated major soale he rarely uses. A
pefect fundamental chord is seldom fitted
to his scheme. He clashes one chord against
another. He writes not merely dissonances,
but double dissonances, one on top of the
other. People sing in A flat while the or-

lays in A minor. That is a mere

orchestra itself works out in
double coun t two mel in dif-
ferent keys and both harmonized in outre
style. This is not what we used
music. It is a new tonal ‘C}‘M In the
concert hall it is like the confusion of Babel.
In the theatge it suddenly transforms itself
into the mt;-:l lvoum u:du ?Vﬂm
expression o anguish, ury -
ish and damnable paasions, all the hell of
seething, vitiated souls,

Whether this sort of musio would with
®qual power express high thoughts and
beautiful emotions we may o
Mr. Strauss has no such matters to dm
in “Salome.” The personages

g are to be exposed in this drama are
hideous degenerates. Two prinoig‘l char-

and Salome,

chestra
trifle.

acters occupy the stage, Herod
‘W Herodias is subsidiary, but she too is a
degenerate. Jokanaan, as John the Bap-
tist is called, is not & human foroe at all, but
merely an abstraction, the personification
of an icy moral idea. He is the irresistible
and emotionless wall nst which the
wrrible appetites of , started into
life by the mere t of him, hurl her to
hlhroupnlon. Na h, the y o d‘!l.
only personage, ys
himself in despair in the very beginning of

The drama concerns itself with the shook-
Ing emotions of Salome and the shattered
Perverted and dea.{'llng personalit of
Herod. 1t is & study in rottenness. Ibsen

his most merciless exposures of decadent

nity never created & more amazing
character study than this Herod. Strauss's
Mmusic has done wonders for the Wilde
original. The recitative style is the very
%eech of the man. The orchestral illus-
‘ations of his blasted and putrid soul
Are marvellous in their truthfuj-
hes. When he is haunted by fancies of
winds, of alternate heat and cold
orchestra esulnt.l in tone plotures of
Yonderful fidelity. A merve shattered,
dream haunted wreck, vainly seeking for-
E%ttulness in drink, is the master creation
o Nr. Strauss, realist.
On the other hand the orchestra sweats
don of Salome's pnyeloal pasaion for the
o ap paasion for the
ot. Mere words and cold type can-
:t convey to the reader any ization
the manner in which this man Streuss
zlho covering off & soul beside which
of Swinburne's Faustine is as a lily
o B a poppy. In his musical delineation
Berod an Eabuthocompourhumdo
publish the monstrosities of minds
bodies diseased, and he has done it
u o Pover little short of diabolical. As
#xpression of the horrible fancies of
Owar Wilde this soore is & masterpiece.
& demonstration of the suitability of
modern composition to th

® pu
% the music drama it is oomplmpnnl] oon-

The most considerable problem pre-
_".:ﬂihyrhmdnmnwcnd - lnnvpeul
*hether the pioture of Salome coddling
ey kissing a severed head is not an outrage
e e possibilities of the theatre and
hether the musioal investiture of the
le.. With its return of the lascivious
mthemm of the duet between Salome
okanaan, is quite sincere, The publio
o 1 oan decide whether the spectacle
% sensual o re grovelling and
m'r the g :eld is one to
in r;\“d‘ ‘\t;gl' dm‘i&l‘f)& 'ho_b;
# ennobling and u m
&M can nppmv:‘of .ucg a t‘P.

Y

carole, “Belle Nuit,” from * Contes
d'Hoffman,” by Mmes. Louise Homer and
¢ Kirkby-Lunn; duet, *“Si Vendetta,” by

» 443{'.‘- '.

.mu it affords a g‘o‘h climax,
wi t which not even Strauss has yet
ventured to a work, -4

There are some striking minor portions'
in this score, none more so than the treat-
ment of the disputing Jews. This is a
masterpiece of humor, in which the hand
of the composer of “Til Eulenspi "is at
work. The orchestral writing ntm point
where Salome listens at the cistern while
the executioner is ul‘yha Jokanaan is
another stupendous piece of tone painting.
Nothing in all musio creates a greater
atraosp of h and suspense. The
orchestral postlude following the duet in
which Jokanaan repulses Salome is a grew-
some expoaition her spent and futile
passion. are phrases which are
positively indecent in the frank eloquence
of their meaning.

The dance of Salome before I/erod intro-
duces some of the love music in order that
the dancer may do some delineative posing
over the mouth of the cister. But there
is room for doubt as to whether even Oscar
Wilde contemplated such a dance as that
seen last evening. He directs that Salome
shall dance the dance of the seven veils,
wbkih requires her'tg. .tt:io% off seven suc-
cessive oovorlnﬁ of her y.

The dance of last night was a more than
colorable imitation of the danse du ventre
which stirred up such a commotion when
it was witn. at the World's Fair. As’
Iferod had already promised to sive Salome
m.th.t t h‘“kto“ h Y tacle

> o treat him 'h & spec
of Im')ropno!y. Miss Froelich, the dancer
who for this epi represented Salome,
;rr«_l the audience nothing in the matter
active and suggestive detail.

The uuﬁepictum were admirably ar-
ranged. entrance of Herod was not
dramatic. The movement of the personages
of the court, the action of the minor char-
acters such as the Jews and all similar
matters of detail had been ocarefully pre
pared. The %l'gvl? of the orchesfra was
superb, and Mr. Hertz's conducting was
a triumph of musicianship, artistry and
e, catie

@ impersonations of the leadi are
acters little can be said at this timl:.‘ They
are entitled to further . The record
of the moment is that M Fremstad's
Salome places her in  the front rank of
,Iran dramatio singers, and Mr, Burrian's

erod must be accorded a place beside
Van Dyck's Loge as one of the most subtle,
consistent, intellectual and complete char-
acter studies ever seen on the operatio

stage,

In his anxiety to depict the aloofness of
Jokanaan Mr. Van Rooy was perhaps a
trifle too strained in style, but he was not
out of the picture. Miss Weed's Herodias
was excellent, and Mr. Dippel lent his ripe
experience and intelligence to the minor
réle of Narraboth. Mr. Reiss was most ad-
mirable as the first Jew and his associates
were competent, Messrs. Milhimann, Rlass,
Journet and Steiner filled small parts which
required skill and thus aided the ral
effect of the performance. Nothing but the
warmest praise can be hestowed on this pro-
duction. It was ohe of the very best in the
history of the Metropolitan Opera House.

CONRIED GOT $22,000.

Top Ree ord for Such Benefits —~The Concert
Programme. '

In the concert that preceded the per-
formance of “Salome” the rule that there
should be no encores was rigidly adhered to.
Mme. Rappold and a chorus from the opera
| 8chool sang the music of Sulamith’'s en-
trance from “Die Koenigin von Saba” and
were followed by Mmes. Fleischer-Edel
and Alten and MM. Burgstalles and Goritz
in the quartet “Mis ist so wunderbar” from
“Fidelio,” The other numbers, appended
for the sake of record, were: Duet, “La ci
darem,” from “Don Giovanni,” Miss Farrar
and Signor Scotti; aria, “L'gltra Notte,”
from “Mefistofele,” Mlle, Cavalieri; bar-

Mme. Boninsegna and Riccardo Stracciari;
“Allerscelen” and “Staendohen,” by Rich-
ard Strauss, by Mme. Sembrich, with ao-
companiments played by Isidare Lugk-
stone; “Oh Paridiso,” from “L'Africaine,”
by Bignor Caruso, and trio, “Anges Ra-
dieux,” from “Faust,” by MM, Rousseliére
and Plancon and Mies Abott,

The receipts for the benefit last night
amounted to more than $22,000, which is in
excess of the amount brought by any pre-
vious benefit for an impresario. The sale
of admission tickets was stopped half an
hour before the performance began and
the demand was so great. that only one
ticket was sold to every licant in order
to keep the tickets out of the hands of the
speculators.

Otto Neitzel, the. famous German critio
and intimate friend of Richard Strauss,
who has witnessed most of the German
performances of “Salome,” called to the
ocomposer that Mr. Conried had given the
finest production of the opera-that he had
seen.,

GIFT FOR CONRIED.

A Bronze and Ivery Figure From His Em-
ployees—Next Week's Programme.

Heinrich Conried yesterday received in
addition to the sum realized by his benefit
a beautiful bronze and ivory figure of
“Fame,” which was presented to him by his
grateful employees on the stage and in
other departments of the Metropolitan
Opera House. The contributions to pur-
chase this statue amounted to more than
$2,500. The figure, which shows a maiden
holding & laurel wreath in one hand and
a horn in the other, bears the signature
of the sculptor, Barres. The figure is four
feet high and the limbs are of ivory, the
draperies being in bronge and silver,

Mr. Conried, who is making but little
‘progreas toward recovery and has no defl-,
nite plan of returning to his desk for some
time, received the gift in the afternoon.
Nobody was present but his representa-
tive, Ernest Goerlitz, as the physicians had
advised him not to receive the committee
‘who had intended to be present.

Accompanying the statue was a letter
signed by more than two hundred em-
plﬂ of the opera house.

. Eames ia better to-day, and the doc-
tors have advised for the treatment of the
wrenched cartilage only applications of
ice bandages. She will probably be ahle to
stand up within a few days. M. Plancon is
mooverﬁng his health as the rumbie of the
earthquakes grows fainter. If Mme. Eames
does not -in%'on Friday night her part in
“Tosca” will be taken by Mme. Boninsegna
or'rﬁum. a"::sﬂtiext week pla Manon

oes “
Lescaut” on Monday to be &ng by Mme.
Cavalieri and MM. Caruso, Scotti and Rossi.
“Carmen” will have its firs performanoe of
the year in Philadelphia "on Tucsday and
Thoere """s\‘:.gu' 8" wil be giver ot (e

u s " wi iven at t
itan on Wednesda by.' MM. Bur-
rian, Van Rooy,Goritz and Mmes.
Fleischer-Edel, Kirkby-Lunn and Rappold,
and on Friday “Lohengrin” will he sung b
Mmes. Eames and Kirkby-Luan undnﬁhl'
Burrian and Goritz. There will be a double
bill comprisi “Don Pasquale” and “Pag-
liacei” at the Saturday night performance.
The matiné2 performance hu not yet been
decided on.

News of Plays and Players.

Clara Bloodgood and the present ocom-
pany supporting her in “The Truth” at
the Criterion Theatre will after this week
give a series of matindas at the Lyceum
Theatre on Tuesdays,  Wednesdays and
Fridays. The entire production will be
the same as that now seen at the Criterion.

The opening of “"The Little Michus,”
which was announced for Tuesday evening,
January 29, at the Garden Theatre has been
deferred to Thundl{nov , January 31.

Camille D'Arville, in “The Belle of London
Town,” will follow Cyril Scett in “The
Prinoe Chiap' at tt:o}“lnog:n SquuT Th.l}r'lr..
commencing next Mon evening.
libretto o'::;'l't:’ Belle o’ lmdon‘l‘ovn"
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THIEVES IN THE CITY BALL.

+ that we could search  him.

IS

FROM POLICE STATION TO ROOF,
THINGS ARE MISSING.

Marty Keese Doesn’t Knew Whem to Sus
pect, but He Does Know That 1t's Hard
to Keep Tab on Legisiators’ Belong-
Ings~Geoverners Roem Is Robbed.

The inmates of the City Hall walked
about the offices and oorridors yesterday
with their hands on their own watches
when it was learned that some deft fingered
person had made a fair sized haul in the
Governors Room, which is right next to
the entrance to the big show occupied by
the Board of Aldermen.

The Hon. Marty Keese, boon companion
of Hard-koppig Piet Stuyvesant-—-who was
the Little Tim of his day-—and other states-
men of earlier times, and who is now major
domo of the City Hall, made the discovery
that burglars had been active, and upon
further investigation Janitor Marty learned
that the burglars bad not oonfined their
work to the Governars Room, but had
picked up odds and ends of legislative
bric-d-brac from the police station in the
basement all the way up to the Keese apart-
ments on the floor. From marks found
on the roof it was seen that the robbers
prébably had been prying loose N couple
of the tower clocks when frightened away.

Among the articles stolen were six hack-
saws, two braces, one rabbet plane, one
can of condensed milk, two iron bits, seven
new paint brushes, one civilian plug hat
belonging to Policeman George Phillips,
one segment of dematured cheese, one set
of auger bits, one performing electric fan,
one pair of lavender spatts belonging to.
Alderman Reggie Doull, one box of assorted
bonbons, partly used, and a copy of “The
Life of Alexander Hamilton” from the desk
of Alderman Timothy P. Sullivan, one iron
saw, one book of cigarette papefs, three
policemen’s nightsticks, a scuttle of coal
and many other items of much less value.

and towels in the makeup room
assi to the Board of Aldermen were
undisturbed, but in all the other dressing
rooms about the building the soap dishes
and towel racks were as bare as a Park row
free lunch ocounter after Tammany. has
elected a Recordec.

“We have found in all our investigations
of public buildings wherein men
Fgate to enact legislation or to conduot
machinations on kindred subjecta,” said the
Hon. Marty Keese yesterday, when asked
about the robberies, “that statistics show
that rarely can these thefts be traced to the
statesmen, except in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.

“Do u think ths CGovsaors Room
should moved to the opposite side of
the building from the Board of Aldermen?”
Mr. Keese was asked.

“Nothing to =ay,” replied the janitor
cautiously. “All I'll say is that I've
noticed the thefts are more noticeable
when we have workmen in the building,
and we always have workmen here. But
who can stop it in this place? It's a public
building, and so the corridors are always
filled with Aldermen, politicians and
officials of different kinds. In a crowd
like that how can Policeman Phillips or I
differentiate? We can’t play favorites
and say to one ‘You're a bum' and to an-
other ‘You're a gentleman.’ Half the
time we'd be wrong.”

‘:‘.hkivh half?” s

- was saying,” contim anitor
Keese, “when Foreman Phil Askli re-
turned to the job of painting the Gov-
ernors Room last Monday morning and
discovered that his best brushes and other
things were missing I started an investiga-
tion. A minute later H Hartung, one
of the carpenters, com to myself
lnc_iuayorlc('lefhnt t some one had
swi about $156 worth of tools from him
and another carpenter Johnny
Keigharn.  An: Alderman who was com-
ing in the door at the time said indignantly
i As nothing
was found on hitn at the time, there is no
use giving his name.

“1 think some workman is the thief. What
would an Alderman want with a saw, any-
way? Notllontqo some electricians who
were working here missed a lot of tools
and copper wire and the thefta kept upuntil
one day 1 gral one of these very eleo-
tricians stealing an electric fan in one of
the police rooms downstairs. The elec-
trician had unscrewed a lock from a door,
dismoupted the fan, come out with the
fan and was replacing the lock on the door
when I him.

“The workmen don't take the soap and
roller towels, of course, that are always
disappearing. That happens in lots of
houses just as good as this. Look at the
Wal , for instance. Nor was it a work-
man who got into the Mayor's office and
swiped the Ma{or'n overcoat from a chair
heside the desk. [ got the tip almost as
soon as the Mayor looked around and
nur;edr the overcoat and I (l;han down and
go! . enbush to chase after the
man. &ncmmh ot the thief and the
overcoat right over here in a Park row
pawn shop two minutes later.”

“Is Sergt. Quackenbush on the desk
downstairs to-day?” asked six excited
volges at onoe.

“No, the poor fellow died of plexy in
March, 1827, during Mayor Paulding’s
second or third term. De Witt Clinton
was the Mayor that had the coat stojen,
and that was the only time I ever heard
Mayor Clinton swear Wround hie office.
‘Gosh darn it, this must'stop. Marty,’ De
Witt said to me. But he got all over it in
a minute when we brought his overcoat
back. We used to call 'em greatcoats in
iy Y - {

“One of the carpen came to me on
this morming and com ed that some on{
had taken bit. “'You’ll have to go
around borrowing a bit,’ I said to him— just
like that. And not long—he said that
some one had stolen his bit, and I said,
‘You'll have to go around borrowing a bit-—
borrowing a bit. A bit——

“Well, as I was about to say, | did ges
sore last Tuesday when I oouldn’t find our
new 16 foot extension ladder. 1 never used

the ladder much, except when [ got a hunch
now and then that the tin girl on top of the
clock tower adusting, until Algormm
ull got wind of the burglaries and grew
pervous about the street spatts he leaves
around thobocrdroomsfterhoohmrw
his lighter colored house spatts while the
is in session, Alderman Doull asked
me please to store the street spats on top of
one of the corridor columns during sessions
and so | was using the extension ladder
often after that. a moottn(f of the
Aldermen adjourned last week and [ went
for the ladder to the spatta down there
was no ladder, e can’t get the spatts till
Metz buys a new ladder for the town.
“Once Mayor Van Wyck came to me awful
sore and said some one had pinched his gold
headed cane. I hunted high and low and
was ready to call in the police—1 don’t go to
'em often downstairs because the
knows they're bothered enough by bei
robbed themselves—when Mayor Van Wy
came to me a day or two later and said,
‘That's all right about the cqne, Mr. Keese.
I'd been over to the home of my brother
Gus, who is & Judge, and I left the cane
there' He was man enough to acknowl-
ed![o whenever he fell down.
think most of the robberies_here are
like that. The Mayors and Mdermen belay
things and forget 'em. They get exoited
making laws and n to sora
way the laws should be wo and then
go out and belay things. If a man waas
virile enough to nowledge his mistake
every time he fell down on his foolish face
the robberies would be cut in half. Bob
Van Wyck always was,”

General Fdueation Board Meels.
The General Educafion Board, which
was organized -here five years ago to aid
struggling colleges, had its anoual meeting
at 54 William street yesterday. Robert (.
Ogden, who has bheen chairman since the
board was formed, was by Fred-
erick T, Gates. George Foster Peabody
was reelected treasurer, and the Rev.
Wallace Buttrick was chosen secretary,
Starr J. Muorphy retiring as one of the

secrataries.
The trustees decided to make a number
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S AND AUTHORS.

Mr. Clement Bhorter of the Sphere innists
that America never has and never will
produce great authors while it spells
programme as “program” and honour as
“honor.” “I love America and the Amer-
lcans,” writes our English oritio, but T hope
my affection does not compel me to aocept
its literature as more than medioore. That
is the reason why it ia so popular. It is on
this acoount that during the past thirty
years the great healthy, sensibla middle
olasa in England has read nearly as many
American books as English.” Mr. Shorter
also takes issue with Mrs. Atherton on the
ground that wide travel is the best equip-
ment for a novelist, and cites Scott and
Dickens and Fielding, Jane Austen, the
| Brontés and Mrs. Gaskell as examples of
those who have succeeded in a parrow
sphere. George Eliot, he olaims, ceased
to be a great novelist from the moment she
took foreign travel as the basis of her books
and the “one American novelist who comes
near to greatnees in ‘The Soarlet Letter'
made a miserable failure at bookmaking
when he wrote ‘The Marble Faun.'*

In “What's Next? or, Shall a Man Live
Again?” Clara Spalding Ellis has collected
some two hundred testimonies to belief in
a future life from all walks of life except
the ministry. Men of affairs, trust mag-
nates, officers of the army and navy,
authors, scientists and musiocians have
declared their belief in immortality. The
late Harper of the University
of Chicage hasleft the following testimony:
“I am going ‘before my work is finished.
I do not know where I am going, but I
hope my work will go on, I expect to
continue to work in the future state, for
this is only a small part of the glorious
whole.”

A ourious_litle paper from far away
Corea is called the Seoul Press Weekly.
One of its most striking features is the
list of “Seoul Ladies’ At Home Days.,” to
which is appended the editorial note: “We
shall be very pleased if the ladies whose
pames are not mentioned in the above list
will kindly inform us regarding their recep-
tion days, so that we may be enabled to
publish a complete list of the same.”

One of the new additions to the “World's
Classics” series is Motley's “Rise of the
[ Duteh Republie,” with an introduction by

Mr. Clement Shorter. It is interesting to
recall in connection with this fact that Motley
worked two years to find a publisher for
his book. John Muney thought well of it,
but decided that it would not pay, and it
was finally published at the expense of
Motley's father and uncle by Chapman in
England and the Harpers in America.
Fifteen thousand copies were sold in the
first year.

Misas Rachel Crothers, the author of “The
Three of Us,” is a native of Bloomington,
11l. She came to New York some years
ago and became an instructor in a school
for acting, where she wrote several short
plays for the students. Two of her plays,
“The Coming of Mrs. Patrick” and “The
Afterglow,” will have production this season
and a new play is to be written.

Marion Crawford's new serial, “Arethusa,”
depicts the life of certain Italians and other
people in the fourteenth century in the
oity of Constantinople. The heroine, Are-
shusa, sells herself into bondage to rescue
the wife of her adopted father and her
children, who are on the verge of starvation
in the beggar quarter of Constantinople.
Greeks, Armenians, Jews, Circassians, as
well as Italians, enter into the story, which
bas an exciting plot and a tender love
story entwined with political intrigues.

“The History of the Wine Trade in Eng-
land,” by André L. Simon, has a curious
dedication. *“This work Is dedicated to the
cause of temperance in no spirit of irony,
but with feelings of deep conviction that
a better knowledge of the hiatory of wine in
this country would promote among the
public a greater appreciation of the virtues
of wine, the more general uss of which
would help to check both drunkenness and
teetotalism, evils which every fair minded
and temperate man cannot help deploring.”
Among other interesting facts the author
has discovered that a good deal of wine was
once made in England by monks. Most of
the abbeys were situated in well sheltered
valleys, many of the monks were foreigners
and familiar with the cultivation of grape-
vinea, and the soil was more favorable for
vine growing then than it is now after cen-
turiea of impoverishment.

“The Shelbourne Essays, Fourth Series,”
by Paul Elmer More, contains an interest-
ing literary portrait of R. 8. Hawker, the
Vicar of Morwenstow. Whimsical and
ecoentrio, a lover of animals and a bater of
dissenting ministers, the Vicar is a good’
subject for the pen of the writer. While
still in his teens he marricd a lady of 41
and lived happily with her until her death,
and in his sixty-second year he married a
girl of 20, who lived happily with him until
his death. Among his animal pets was a
pig of unusual intelligence, who followed
him on his pastoral visits, entering the
houses whenever it was permitted. A
pet stag shared his master's antipathy for
Dissenters, and on one occasion pinned
one of these visitors to the ground by the
black coat the Vicar so much disliked.

The next volume of the new Ibsen edition,
“Peer Gynt,” will be of special interest on
account of Richard Mansfield’s production
of the play. Mr. Wiliam Archer says of
the play in his introduction that the first
and most essential thing concerning it may
be said in Ibsen’s own words written from
Rome to Fredericic Hegel:

I learn that the hook has created much excite-
ment In Norway. This does not trouble me In the
least; but both there and la Denmark they have
discovered much more satire In it than was Intended
by me. Why can they not read the book as a poem?
For as such 1 wrote it. The satirical passages are
tolerably Isolatgd. But If the Norweglans of the
present time recognize themselves, as 1t would ap-
pear they do, in the character of Peer Gyut, that is
the good people’s own aflair,

In the summary of the books of the past,
year the Academy provounces “Prisoners,*
by Miss Cholmoudely, as the finest novel
of the year. “It was a drama, and a very
fine drama, preeented as a4 novel.® Among
the new writers of fiction precedence is
given to W, B. Maxwell's “The Guarded
Flame,” and William J. Locke's “The Be-
loved Vagabond.” These three books “stand
qQut as novels which have had both pains
and talent put into their making.”

The number of book writers among titled
personages in Fngland is constantly in-
creasing, and now a royal lady, Princess
Henry of Battenberg, joins the great army
of authors by announcing for early pub-
lication a history of the island of which
she is Governor. Lady Betty Balfour's
life and letters of her father, the first Earl
of Lytton; Lady Braseey's “Voyage of the
Sunbeam,” one of the “big sellers” of the
day, the books of travel by two of the Duch-
ene®s of the time, have all been successful
works. Constance, Lady do la Warr, is
now joining the band of titled writers,
and Susun, Lady Malmesbury, ia preparing
& child’s book. Lillian, Countess of Cro-
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F A MAN is standing
at the ferry and is
suddenly greeted by a

charming girl he has never
met and told to run for the
boat with her, is it fair to
expectthat heshould sternly
undeceive the young lady
who has_mistaken him for
an expected chum of her
brother?

Bettina’s surprised but wiling captive.

BETTINA

By ELEANOR HOYT BRAINERD

Author of the **Nancy'" steries.

Wustrated by Will Grefe, $1.25
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Nearest the North Pole

By R. E. PEARY

This is Commander Peary’s own, first and
exclusive account of the adventures and achieve-
| ments of his remarkable expedition, which has
established a new record in Arctic exploration
and has the flag of the United States
nearest the North Pole. A tremendous narra-
tive of heroic bravery illustrated with many of
Peary’s own photographs and a new, Arctic map.

Captain Mahan's Autobiography

This is the first of a number of intensely interest-
ing articles which Captain A. T. Mahan has written for
Hareer’s Macazine. They comprise his personal
recollections of a long and notable career. The first
paper gives a vivid picture of the navy of the old days.
It is full of interesting anecdote and reminiscence.

§ Short Stories

The short stories of Harrer's Macazive have become
famout. Those in the Februarv number represent the best
work of many of the foremost writ'rs of Eng'and and America,
There are two very, vety funny stories—one by Margaret

e =

& Cameron, who wrote ““The Cat and the Canary,’”” and one

At all Booksellers
Memoirs of

Arthur Hamilton

By A. C. BENSON,

Author of * The Upton Letters.”

A charming story-study of a
reflective temperament. A new
edition, from new plates, of Mr,
Benson's first book, originally
rublinhod in 1886 and forgotten
or twenty-one years,

Gi't top. $1.28 net.
M TCHELL KENNERLEY,

116 East 28th Stieet, New York.

by W. L. Alden.
Mary Tracy Earle writes of a woman’s heroic self- cacrifice,
and Gwend .len Overton contribures a subtle and strong love story,
In contrast with these subjective stories are Lawrence
Mont's stirring tal: of life among the Labrador fishermen and
Ray Norton’s quaint tale of two o'd miners in the' Wes,
Perhaps *he two most dramatic storizs in the number are
by Perceval Gibbon and Mrs. Henry Duderey. Mr, Gibbon
is a writer of uncommon strength who is just coming into his
own. His story is a great character study. Mrs. Dudeney’s story
is qu'ts as unusual. Ieis a drama of life in an English town.
The child story of the number is by Rose Young—a
very real fale of a litle Amer'can girl and her first realization
that she can’t be quite a boy.

@ Articles

i There are some remarkable night pictures in the Febru-
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martie, was the original of Tennyson's
“Airy Fairy Lillian,” and is herself a writer
of songs and poetry.

“Dingley, the Famous Autbor.,” 18 the
work of two Frencl: writers which has just
won a prize offered by the Goneourt Aca-
demy. The book is a study of an English-
man whose prototype is thought by some
to be Kipling. He has won fame at 40,
soldiers sing his verses when they set out
on & campaign, and he is distinguished for
his belief in the mission of the Anglo-Saxon
raee.

Dr. B. P. Grenfell, who with his colleague,

said in a recent leciure that the literary
find of last winter exceeded in value that
which had been discovered by any- pre-
violy  excavators — new odes of Pindar,
parts of the lost tragedy of Euripides, por-
tions of the manuscrijits of the Phasdirus of
Plato, of the “Panegvrics” of Socrates and

The Pindar manuscript was written on the
back of a census.

Two new volumes in the Litarary Lives
Series are to be brought out in the early
apring, the life of Hanrlk Ibsan by Edmund
Goase, which is an author.tative biography of
the Norwegian author, and Dowden's life of
Goethe, which lncludo-v‘l oriticism of his
work. * The books of this series, while mak-
ing no attempt to supersade the monumental
lives that have heen written of greht au-
thore, are compact and readable accounts
of the writers and their writings.

NEW TICKETYSPECULATOR 1. 4"'.
kAt

Aklerman Brown Has a Scheme for Driving
Them From the Streets.
Alderman Brown at yesterday's meeting
of the board proposed the adoption of a
new ordinacce for the control of theatre
ticket speculators. Mr. Brown's idea is
that all persons, firms or eorporations,
other than the owners or managers of thea-
tres, engaged in the sale of tiokets should
be classed as ticket speculators and as such
should be required to take out a license
and to pay a fee to the city. Individuals
and firms so licensed shall not be allowed
to sell tickets on the sidewalks under a
penaity of $50 for every violation. The
effect would be to drive the ilators
from the sidewalks and to compel the hotel
::d olthor agencies to make good the fees
us lost.

Fiteh —Foster.

Morton Cross Fitch, son of the late Ashbel
Parmelee Fitch and of Mrs. Fitch of 759 West
End avenue, and Miss Florence E. Foster,
were married vesterday in the Church of the
Holy Trinity, Brooklyn.

The bride was attended by Mrs. A, Chester

Travisand Mrs. Ira Bertine Downs as matrons
of honor. Littleton H. Fitch assisted his
brother as best man, and the Messrs Theron
. Strong, Geor E. Leonard, Alfred 1.
Hart, Carroll J. Waddell and J. Norman
Hatch of New York: Arthur (. D. Foster ana
Norman L. Snow of Brooklyn were ushers.
Afterw the bride's parents, Mr. and Mrs
James Foster, gave a reception for relatives

Turnbull —-Post .

The wedding of Miss Alice W. Post and
Arthur Turnbull took place yesterday after-
noop at the Madison Avenue Presbylerian
CHUGrch. The bride was unattended and after
the oeremony her parents, Mr. and Mrs.

Gegrge B, Post, gave a reception for relatives
g timate iriends at their home, 120 kast
ixty-ninth streec. Mr. Turnbull is a son
of ¢ late Mr. and “irs. Willlam Furnbull
and is & cousin of his bride, Georze B. Posat,
dr., W. MeCready, William Manice, J. 1.,
Aspinwall, Jordan rinsand Lbdward Harvis
were ushers anl Willlam .ornoull assisied

as best man.

Crouch &
Fitzgerald

=z Handsomest,
&g.a | Lightest,

4 il ~ Best Luggage;
I C.= % Traveling
73‘% Bags & Cases.
To Be Had Only at Our Stores
177 Broadway
688 Broadway 723 Sixth Avenue
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Wardrobe Trunks

)

the speech of Demosthenes against Bocotes, |

ary Harper's—pictures that show the wonders of New York
streets with their myriads ‘of lights,

Maurice Macterlinck and Dr. H. C. McCook contribute
two nature ar icles of fascinating interest, and there is an elab-
orately illustrated article on the work of an American painter,
Gari Melchers, with many. reproductions of his pictures in tint.
Agnes Repplier writes entertainiggly of a time in Epgland
when great reputaiicns were easily made—a happy half cen
tury Miss Repplier calls it.

There are twenty-six separate contributions in the number.

f Gilbert Parker’s Great Serial
i “The Weavers”’

" ‘ ) |
I . |

~ Last Week

Great Clearance Sale

of Standard Sets in Fine Bindings, and Interesting Fine English Editions.

I't is decidedly worth while to take ad-
o OUL ¢ f every $ l 00.

vantage of the opportunity to save

Sal: ends January 31st,

Putnams ...

z'be
Sovereign

Dr. Hunt, is making explorations in Egypt, l

Re'tz;il Department
27 & 29 West 23d St., N. Y.

Fine Art
Reproductions
In Color

Valuable for mountiag. framing and decora-
thve purposes, exact reproductlms of cele-
orated palatings Ly emiaeat artists, wiil be a
prominent featureof the FEBRUARY num-
bBer of the
aJazine
y : Magazi

Thes* heaunt!’d (1 tures are the first of a
series whish _whl apnear In coming issues of
the “STRAND."  Exart renro@uctions in color

of some of th

tine and charmMhy
paluiligs whien

the world of Art,

The February Number
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By Frora AxNIE STEEL ||

A POWERFUL novel of

alsy contalis splsucl ! storf s by €. N, and

» . A, M. Willimson, W. W. Jacobs, J. J.
Enghsh hfc by thc Bl Porooval Gibbon, K. Nesbit and other
) NOWEE Wrlte short comuliste

articles of unususl Biterest, profusely tllus

trated

of “On the Face

author

10 Cent; a Copy $1.20 a Yeur
"0
! Of thc Waters. ($l 50) Of Al Newsdea ers end
! The International News ( n'rip.lly\
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A new character in the glass

43,090 Books

ol T SIS

i4

—
Hean witldrawn from

Have
i I'he Booltlovers Library be-
cause they were slightly worn.
’ Insteatof selling these at asac-
' v will be distributed
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complimantary among old and
with Chimmie Fadden and the | new m mbers » for our
Artie of George Ade, but “much  § of ta e B l-, ,”sllr)ﬁu:
more real. The most joyous per- in \l--.\'. ¥ * call at our
New York or HBrookivn offices,

sonage we have met with in fiction E
in a good many days,” says the §
New York Press. &

At all Booksellers
Mitchell K. nn.rley, Pablisher, New York

TR 3 7L07) 7S LIBRARY,
Kew Yark, 5 East 234 S$ireot
Braailyr, oads Liaser & o,

— e — - - o

GREFK and Latin Classics (In English), old Eng
lish books, F'rench translayGos, PRALTL, 161 Gih av,
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